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Course Objectives: 

 

To impart necessary knowledge and skills so as to enable students to: 

1. understand the premise of Indian Knowledge System (IKS) in the domain of town 

planning and governance 

2. illustrate, recognise and appreciate the relevance and importance of the above 

knowledge in the present context. 

3. acquaint with Rajya, Varna and Sthan Vyavastha 

 

 

Learning Outcome: 

 

Students will be able to understand and interpret text related to town planning and governance with 

examples. 

 

 

SYLLABUS 

 

Unit 1 - Ancient Text and Town Planning 

Introduction to ancient text in the context of Town Planning and Governance; terminologies; Indic 

languages in which the knowledge is embedded; Chronology of development of ancient text and 

changing principles. 

Unit 2 - Socio-Cultural Expression in Spatial Planning (Varna Vinyas) 

Through the study of various typologies including dwelling units, their form and sizes; social 

infrastructure- gathering spaces, places for worship, places of entertainment; places of cremation 

etc; interpreting the social- cultural progress and its spatial manifestation. 

Unit 3 - Geopolitics and Economy in Ancient India (Rajya Vinyas) 

Geopolitical relationships in smaller kingdoms through dynasty, kingship, marriage alliance, 

supremacy etc in formulation and guarding of the extents; Economy of the state primarily 

depended on trade and collection of taxes; principles of land management, the establishment of 

local and global trade routes and trade centres; the establishment and decay of urban settlements are 

a function of the geopolitics of the reign. Ancient texts including Arthashastra elaborate on these 

governance systems and town planning. 

Unit 4 - Principles of Town Planning (Sthan Vinyas) 

Ancient India progressed towards urbanisation with cities of various sizes and shapes. The texts 

elaborate definite theories of organising layouts of towns on the geography of the place. Elaboration 

of basic understanding of the layouts in terms of geometry, formulae and theory based on 

population, geography, and various communities shall be understood. 

 

Unit 5 Ancient Towns and present planning practices 

Many discussions and arguments are deliberated on the evolution of the cities following the ancient 

town planning principles in urban centres. Examples to elaborate on the interconnection between 

ancient knowledge of town planning and present planning practices to establish the relationship 

between theory and practice. 



References/ Learning Resources: 

1. Acharya, P K, 1931, Indian architecture according to Manasara- Silpasastra (Manasara Series 

Vol 2), Munshiram Manoharlal 

2. Jha, Ganganath, 1939, Manusmriti with Bhashya of Medhatithi Vol 1-3, The Indian Press, 

Allahabad 

3. Shamasastry, R., 1915, Kautilya’s Arthasastra, Sri Raghuveer Printing Press 

4. Sastri, IC, 1917, Yukti-Kalpataru, Narendra Nath law 

5. Acharya, Prasanna Kumar, 1931,Manasara Series Vol 2,6,7, Munshiram Manoharlal 

6. Acharya, P K, 1932, Manasara on architecture and sculpture Sanskrit text with critical 

notes (Manasara Series Vol 3), Munshiram Manoharlal 

7. Acharya, Prasanna Kumar, 1933, Architecture of Manasara (Manasara Series Vol 1,4 & 5), 

Bharatiya Kala Prakashan 

8. Sharma, Ramsahay, 1934, Smriti Shastra 

9. Mankad, Ambashankar, 1950, Aparajitpraccha 

10. Kangle, R P, 1960, Kautilya Arthasastra Vol 1, Motilal Banarasidass 

11. Kangle, R P, 1963, Kautilya Arthasastra Vol 2, University of Bombay 

12. Ganapatisastri, T., 1966, Samarangana Sutradhara, University of Baroda Press 

13. Kumar, Pushpendra, 1989, Kautilya Arthasastra: An appraisal, Nag Publishers 

14. Rangarajan, LN, 1992, Kautilya The Arthashastra, Penguin Books 

15. Dagens, Bruno, 1995, Mayamata : An Indian treatise on housing architecture and 

iconography Vol I & II, Sitaram Bhartia Institute of Science and Research 

16. Pandey, Shailaja, 2007, Mayamata : An Indian treatise on housing architecture and 

iconography, Chaukhamba Surbharati Prakashan 

17. Sharma, Sudarshan Kumar, 2008, Samarangana Sutradhara, Parimal Publications 

18. Sharma, B.L., 2010, Vishvakarma - Vastushastram, Parimal Publications 

19. Jugnu, Shri Krishna, 2011, Aparajitpraccha, Parimal Publications 

20. Patrick Olivelle, 2013, King, governance, and law in ancient India : Kauṭilya's Arthaśāstra 

: a new annotated translation, Oxford University Press 
21. Apte, Prabhakar, 2023, Samarangana Sutradhara, IGNCA 

22. Ram, Raz. 1834, Essay on The Architecture of The Hindus, Royal Asiatic Society of Great 

Britain and Ireland 

23. Thomas, Edward, 1858, Essays on Indian Antiquities, Historic, Numismatic, and 

Palaeographic, of the Late James Prinsep; To Which Are Added His Useful Tables, 

Illustrative, Modern Coinages, Weights, Measures, Etc. Vol. II, John Murray, London 
24. Fazl, Abu'l, 1866, A'in-i Akbari 
25. Muir, John., 1868, The origin and history of the people of India, their religion and institutions 

Vol 3, Trubner & Co 

26. Muir, John., 1868, The origin and history of the people of India, their religion and institutions. 

Vol 1, Trubner & Co 

27. Cunningham, Alexander, 1871, The Ancient Geography of India 

28. McCrindle, J.W., 1877, Ancient India as Described by Megasthenes and Arrian 

29. Davids, T.W. Rhys, 1881, Buddhist Suttas 

30. Dey, Nundo Lal, 1899, The Geographical Dictionary of Ancient and Medieval India 

31. Kanakasabhia, V., 1904, The Tamils Eighteen Hundred Years Ago, Asian Educational 

Services New Delhi 

32. Watt, George, 1908, Commercial Products of India 

33. Holdich, Thomas, 1910, The Gates of India, Being a Historical Narrative 

34. Rhys Davids, T. W., 1911, Buddhist India, T. Fisher Unwin 

35. Macdonnell, A.A. and Keith, A.B., 1912, Vedic Index of Names and Subjects, 2 Vols. 

36. Sarkar, B. K., 1913, The Sacred Books of the Hindus Vol 13, Sukra Niti Sara, Natha Vasu at 

the Panini Office 

37. Havelle, E. B., 1915, The Ancient and Medieval Architecture of India: A study of 

Indo-Aryan Civilization, John Murray, Albemarle Street, W 



38. Marshall, J. H., 1918, A Guide to Taxila, Superintendent government printing, India 

39. Keith, A. B., 1920, The Rigveda Brahmans: The Aitarey and Kausitaki Brahmans of the 

Rigveda 

40. Brown, C. J., 1922, The Coins of India 

41. Longhurst, A.H., 1924, Pallava architecture, Govt. of India Press 
42. Smith, V. A., 1924, Early History of India 

43. Binode Behari Datta, 1925, Town Planning in Ancient India, Thacker, Spink And Co., 

Calcutta And Simla 

44. Dey, Nundo Lal., 1927, Geographical Dictionary Of Ancient And Mediaeval India, Luzac & 

Co., London 

45. Warmington, E. H., 1928, The Commerce Between Roman Empire and India 

46. Nath, Pran, 1929, A Study In The Economic Condition Of Ancient India, Royal Asiatic 

Society 

47. Cowell, E. B. and Thomas, E. W., 1929, Harsa-carita of Bana 

48. Bhandarkar, R. G., 1930, A Peep into the Early History of India 

49. Mackay, Ernest J.H., 1938, Further Excavations at Mohenjo Daro 

50. Nainar, S. Muhammad Husayn, 1942, Arab Geographers Knowledge of Southern India 

51. Bhattacharyya, Tarapada, 1947, The Canons of Indian Art or A Study on Vastuvidya, 

Mukhopadhyay,Firma .K.L. 

52. Sankalia, H.D., 1949, Studies in the Historical and Cultural Geography and Ethnography of 

Gujarat 

53. Piggott, Stuart, 1950, Prehistoric India 

54. Majumdar, R. C., 1952, Ancient India, Motilal Banarasidas 

55. Agrawala, V. S., 1953, India as Known to Panini 

56. Altekar, Anant Sadashir, 1954, Catalogue of the Gupta Gold Coins in the Bayana Hoard 

57. Kosambi, D.D., 1956, Introduction to the Study of Indian History 

58. Sastry, CA Nilakanta, 1957, A Comprehensive History of India, Vol. II : The Mauryas and 

Satavahanas, 325 BC - AD 300 

59. Shukla, D. N., 1958, Vastu Shastra Vol 2 - Hindu Canons of Iconography & Painting, 

Munishiram Manoharlal Publishers Pvt. Ltd. 

60. Majumdar, R. C., 1960, Classical Accounts of India 

61. Mirashi, V. V., 1960, Studies in Indology, Vol. I 

62. Yazdani, G., 1960, Early History of the Deccan, Vol I 

63. Shukla, D. N., 1961, Vastu Shastra Vol 1, Munishiram Manoharlal Publishers Pvt. Ltd. 

64. Kane, P. V., 1962, Harsha-charita by Banabhatta 

65. Mirashi, V. V., 1963, Inscriptions of the Vakatakas, being Corpus Inscriptionum Indicarum, 

Vol. V 

66. Gopal, Lallanji, 1965, Economic Life of Northern India c.A.D. 700 - 1200, Motilal 

Banarasidass 

67. Chattopadhyaya, Bhaskar, 1967, Age of the Kushanas: A Numismatic Study 

68. Law, Bimala Churn, 1967, Historical Geography of Ancient India 

69. Devahuti, 1970, Harsha, a Political Study 

70. Mukherjee, B. N., 1970, The Economic Factors in Kushana History 

71. Sircar, D. C., 1971, Studies in the Geography of Ancient and Medieval India 

72. Trautman, Thomas R., 1971, Kautilya and the Arthasistra: A Statistical Investigation of the 

Authorship and Evolution of the Text 

73. Ghosh, A., 1973, The City in Early Historical Studies 

74. Gupta, Parmanand, 1973, Geography in Ancient Indian Inscriptions (upto 650 AD) 

75. Bhan, Suraj, 1975, Excavations at Mitathal (1968) and Other Explorations 

76. Cousens, H, 1976, Bijapur and its Architectural Remains, Bhartiya Publishing House 

77. Chattopadhyaya, Kshetra Chandra, 1976, Studies in Indo - Iranian Religion and Literature 2 

vols. 

78. Chandra, Moti., 1977, Trade and Trade Routes in Ancient India, Abhinav Publications 



79. Chowdhury, K. A. et al, 1977, Ancient Agriculture and Forestry in North India 

80. Gupta, Parmanand, 1977, Geographical Names in Ancient Indian Inscriptions 

81. Thapar, Romila, 1978, Ancient Indian Social History: Some Interpretations, Orient Blackswan 

82. Sharma, G. R. and Mishra, V. D. et al, 1980, From Hunting and Food Gathering to 

Domestication of Plants and Animals (Excavations at Chopani Mando, Mahadaha 

and Mahagara) 

83. Allchin, Bridget and Raymond, 1981, The Rise of Civilization in India and Pakistan 

84. Majumdar, R. C. and Das Gupta, K. K., 1981, Comprehensive History of India, Vol. III (1) 

85. Agrawal, D.P., 1982, The Archaeology of India 

86. Levin, G. M. Bongard, 1982, Mauryan India 

87. Ramesh, K. V., 1984, Chalukyas of Vatapi 

88. Soundara Rajan, K.V., 1986, Mechanics of city and village in ancient India, Sundeep 

Prakashan 

89. Dhaky, M. A.; Meister, Michael W.; Deva, Krishna, 1986, Encyclopaedia of Indian 

temple architecture, American Institute of Indian Studies 
90. Sharma, RS., 1987, Urban Decay in India 300 - 1000 CE, Munshiram Manoharlal Publishers 

91. Ayyar, C. P. Venkatarama, 1987, Town Planning in Early South India, Mittal Publications 

92. Pollet, Gilbert, 1987, India and the Ancient World: History, Trade and Culture before AD 650 

93. Shrimali, K. M., 1987, Agrarian Structure in Central India and the Northern Deccan, AD 300 - 

500 

94. Thapar, Romila, 1987, The Mauryas Revisited 

95. Liu, Xinru, 1988, Ancient India and Ancient China, Trade and Religious Exchanges, AD 1-

600 

96. Ray, S. R., 1989, Early Aryans of India (4000 - 3100 BC) 

97. Chattopadhyaya, Brajadulal, 1990, Aspects of Rural Settlements and Rural Society in Early 

Medieval India 

98. Joshi, Jagat Pati, 1990, Excavations at Surkotda, 197 1-72, and Explorations in Kutch 

99. Pollet, G., Eggermont, P. and van Damme, G., 1990, Archaeological Sites of 

Ancient India, being Part II of Corpus Topographicum Indiae Antiquae 

100. Rissman, Paul C. and Chitalwala, Y.M., 1990, Harappan Civilization and Oriyo 

Timbo 

 

 
 


